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ABSTRACT 

Women in the fisheries sector tend to be more vulnerable to crises caused by 

disasters, climate change, and extreme events. The present study investigated the 

perceived impacts of disasters on the roles of women. It also assessed the adaptation 

strategies of women to recover from the impacts of extreme events such as super 

typhoon Pablo. To do that, we gathered data through focus group discussions (FGD) 

in four fishing communities in Baganga, Davao Oriental, and used key informant 

interview (KII) for validation. About 10-15 women respondents (e.g., fishers' wives, 

fishers, vendors, financers, traders, and gleaners) participated during the four focus 

groups (N=51) and six key informants from different government agencies. During 

the discussions, women identified storms, heavy rains, and typhoons as common 

natural hazards experienced by coastal communities. The findings revealed that 

women were affected by disasters over the past ten years. Women were more 

vulnerable during disasters because of additional roles to play, e.g. they were forced 

to engage in manual labor, vegetable and crop farming, which are usually male-

dominated jobs. These livelihood strategies affect their domestic roles. Moreover, 

most women were not members of community organizations where usual 

government donations and projects are coursed through. Even if women change have 

to join community organizations, their participation is limited because they are not 

given the opportunity to lead. This study revealed that women suffer from disasters 

(e.g. super typhoon Pablo) and need help in their adaptation strategies to be resilient 

to disaster impacts. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Disaster is a common consequence of weather disturbance in the Philippines, one of 

the top countries most affected by extreme events from 1998 to 2007 (Harmeling, 

2009). The Philippines is highly vulnerable to the risks caused by natural disasters, 

made worse by climate change, with an average of 6 to 9 typhoons occurring yearly 

(Blanc & Strobl, 2016). Disaster events are defined by the United Nation Food and 

Agriculture Organization (FAO) as the unexpected or significant tragedy that 

seriously undermines a community's fundamental structure and regular operations. 

This also threatens both the agricultural and fisheries sectors of the country (Liu et 

al., 2021).  An increasing occurrence of extreme weather events makes the Philippines 

one of the most vulnerable countries to disaster and climate change (Santos et al., 

2011; Kreft et al., 2013).  

 

Moreover, most coastal areas are vulnerable to natural disasters brought on by 

climate change (Rana et al., 2010). In fact, Filipinos experienced severe destruction of 

houses and livelihood from landslides and flooding caused by a typhoon (Acosta et 

al., 2016). However, the impacts of disasters and climatic events unfairly threaten all 

people. Women were more vulnerable than men to disaster, given that women 

constitute most of society's poorest and most disadvantaged groups (Delton, 2002; 

Neumayer & Plümper, 2007; Arora-Jonsson, 2011; Reyes & Lu, 2016). The connection 

between women and climate change events has gained attention in recent years, 

especially on how vulnerable women are to the effects of climatic events (Alston, 

2013; Michaelsen et al., 2020; Cianconi et al., 2022). This disproportionately affects 

women because they have higher morbidity (disasters, on average, kill more women 

than men) and cause lower standard of living. This means that the higher a woman's 

status, e.g. she is financially independent, and gainfully employed, then there is higher 

the probability that she can weather the negative effects of disasters (Neumayer & 

Plumper, 2007).  

 

The impacts worsen for women with limited access to resources because their 

livelihood depends on agricultural and natural resources (Alston, 2013). One of the 
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