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Emily Dickinson’s works are renowned for their distinctiveness, capturing both her 
inner self as a poet and her reclusive nature. This paper examines the expressivist 
significations in three of her poems: “Hope is the thing with feathers,” “Because 
I could not stop for Death,” and “I am Nobody! Who are you?” The study follows 
a qualitative design, utilizing thematic analysis through a deductive approach 
based on M.H. Abrams’ theory of expressivism (1953). Abrams’ theory suggests 
that authors internalize experiences and express their inner selves through their 
works, making the author the object of the work. The analysis of these poems 
uncovers several themes: hope offers the poet inner peace, optimism helps her 
face life’s challenges, “Death” represents distinct phases, the poet’s uncertainty 
towards eternity, and a positive feeling of being “Nobody.” Through expressivist 
significations, these poems reflect Dickinson’s presence. Future research may 
broaden this analysis by comparing Dickinson’s expressivist approach with those 
of other poets of her time, revealing shared themes and unique features within the 
literary discipline.
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