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ABSTRACT

Indigenous people, such as the Kalagan, have their own stories, including how they
struggle in society being members of a minority group. This study aims to describe,
in retrospect, life’s challenging journey and the aspirations of Kalagan women in
Hagonoy, Davao del Sur. It employed a descriptive phenomenological qualitative
design. Twelve Kalagan women willingly participated in the focus group discussions
(FGDs). The findings reveal that poverty, naivete, and discrimination are their life’s
challenges. As regards their aspirations for their tribe, two themes emerged: they
long to be accorded respect by other people, and they are concerned with their
children’s academic and professional success. The challenges they have experienced
have driven them to strive harder and motivated them to educate their children to
improve their life situation. Moreover, their life’s challenging journey has also called
upon the local government and other relevant government agencies to look deeper
into the needs of the Kalagan and provide faster, more efficient, and quality basic
services.
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