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ABSTRACT

The scientific and practical contributions of published research articles have
benefited researchers with similar interests in a particular field in progressing
knowledge and its application. It is deemed that the dissemination and publication
of research findings to reach the widest audience are the responsibilities of a
researcher. Apart from these, publication creates an avenue where findings can be
critically evaluated, supported, challenged, or even refuted which builds active
participation between and among the members of the discourse community.
Moreover, novice writers also refer to published articles for modeling and reference
as they author their research articles. However, novice writers who aspire to publish
their research works must be equipped with rhetorical strategies to meet the
standards of academic scholars and reviewers for acceptance and publication.
Acceptance of research articles can also be attributed to the way writers develop the
structure of the introduction section of their research articles for it requires effective
persuasion skills in providing the rationale of their study. This study, therefore,
aimed at analyzing the rhetorical features of 30 research articles’ introduction
sections (RAIs) published in Applied Linguistics journals selected under similar
contextual conditions. The “Creating a Research Space” (CARS) model for analyzing
the discourse features at the sentence level was employed. The results of the study
revealed that Moves 1, 2, and 3 are obligatory and the steps in realizing the moves
do not follow a linear pattern but are interwoven. This study captured a basic
representation of the rhetorical organization preferred by the writers in structuring
their RAls. This provision would give Filipino academic writers a wide range of
discourse preferences in structuring the introduction section of their research
articles to meet the required standards for acceptance and publication. Pedagogical
implications were provided for future research directions.
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